
Dear [City Life Church Member]

I am writing to provide you with a copy of the 2017 budget for City Life Church and a quick run down 
of the financial report for 2016. 

2016 

In 2016 we received almost £39,000 in donations from church members, in addition we were able to 
claim almost £10,000 of Gift Aid, bringing our income over the year to around £48,000.  

Our expenditure for the year against these donations was approximately £46,000, meaning we ran a 
slight surplus over the year of £2,000.  

The chart below shows the proportion of spend which was allocated to different areas.  

Thank you for everything that you 
have given in 2016. Your generosity 
has enabled us to continue building 
church here in Luton, seeing lives 
impacted & transformed by the love 
of God.  

As well as resourcing our church 
community, we were also able to give 
away over 13% of our 2016 income 
to the following external charities or 
individuals: Azalea, Fusion, 
International Justice Mission, Luton 
Foodbank, Mayak, Nigel Double, 
Plumbline, Simon Matthews,  
Tearfund and Youthscape. 

2017 

In 2017 we are expecting a net increase in both our spending, just over £54,000 for the year, and our 
income, to just over £55,000, leaving a projected net surplus over just under £1,000. The increase in 
our projected for our net spend is due partly to a more expensive venue as well as a hope of taking on 
more staff in the coming year. We have increased the amount of our giving to some of the external 
charities listed above as well as committed to funding Luke Larner and CLC Exeter in their work. From 
July 2016 we stopped our giving to Plumbline and Simon Matthews and from January 2017 we 
stopped our funding to International Justice Mission. 

If you’d like to know more about any of the organisations we support, check out the ‘Giving’ section 
of our website. 
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As the chart below shows, while the basic proportional projections remain similar to 2016, there is a 
projected increase in the percentage of our external giving from 13% in 2016 to 17% in 2017 as well 
as a small increase in the percentage of Gatherings. 

 

This budget has been put together by the leadership team, and signed off by the trustees who have 
legal responsibility for us as a charity. If you have any questions or comments, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me.  

As a church we are funded entirely through the donations of our members and the Gift Aid which we 
can claim as part of this. This enables us to run weekly gatherings, put on events and activities, 
employ staff and also give to various charities and causes we believe in. Many members of the church 
give regularly by standing order. If you’d like to start giving financially or alter your current giving, you 
can find our bank details and Gift Aid form on the website under the ‘Giving’ section. We’ll also 
continue to provide opportunities for giving at Sunday gatherings. 

It’s a privilege to be part of community that gives so generously of its time, care and resources. Thank 
you for the part you have played in the journey so far - and here’s to a fun and fruitful 2017.  

Warmest Regards,  

Sam Willis 

On behalf of the leadership team of CLC Luton: Abby Willis, Jane Malcolm, John Whittaker, Lucie 
Shuker, and Laura Condell.
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